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The government's decision to hire private companies to manage services at the country's ports
appears to have paid off at the port of Altamira, Tamaulipas state, where the transportation
company Transportacion Maritima Mexicana (TMM) on Oct. 23 announced an arrangement that
should boost business at that port. Fernando Echavarria Solis, a spokesperson for the Mexican port
agency (Puertos Mexicanos, PM) told the government news agency Notimex that TMM signed a
contract with the Mexican subsidiaries of Nissan and General Motors to consolidate a large portion
of their export shipments to Canada and South America through Altamira, beginning in 1994. In
August, TMM received a government concession to manage the automobile export facilities at
Altamira (for previous coverage of port privatization see SourceMex, 08/25/93). A total of 100,000
vehicles were shipped via Altamira to the US and the Bahamas during 1991, and another 80,000 units
in 1992. TMM expects the total again this year to reach 100,000 vehicles. Echavarria estimated the
TMM arrangement with the two automobile manufacturers should result in additional shipments
of 2,000 to 3,000 vehicles from Altamira in 1994. Echavarria said Altamira became attractive to
Nissan and General Motors because of the port's ample capacity for temporary automobile storage
and a new intermodal service provided between the state-run railroad (Ferrocarriles Nacionales,
FERRONALES) and TMM. According to statistics released by Puertos Mexicanos in late October,
Altamira handled 5.7% of the 21.35 million metric tons of cargo shipped through Mexican ports
during January-September. The highest volume during the first eight months of the year was
reported in the ports of Lazaro Cardenas and Veracruz, each with slightly more than 20% of the
total. Manzanillo was next with 11%, followed by Tampico with 8.6%, Coatzacoalcos with 7.7% and
Guaymas with 5.7%. According to the report, cargo shipments were down about 4.2% from the same
period in 1992. PM attributed the lower volume to reduced imports of agricultural commodities such
as sorghum, corn, wheat and soybeans and a decline in exports of minerals such as sulfuric acid,
liquid sulfur, cement and salt. (Sources: Notimex, 10/23/93; La Jornada, 10/13/93, 10/22/93, 10/31/93)
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